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Our Vision:

At the Oakridge Schools Federation we recognise the vital role that science plays in 

our everyday lives and helping to develop the world in which we live. We aim to 

teach science through the delivery of practical, engaging scientific investigations to 

inspire the children's natural curiosity and develop their love of enquiry. We will 

develop and foster their enthusiasm to question the world in which we live to enable 

them to purpose their own hypotheses and develop their own tests.

They will experience and investigate scientific phenomena, in a range of contexts, to 

ensure a continually evolving knowledge and understanding of the world around them. 

Our children will be encouraged to:

• Ask questions

• Take risks

• Make and learn from mistakes in a safe environment

• Acquire and apply core skills which equip them for an ever-changing world



LONGITUDINAL STUDY

• This is a new approach to teaching science units of work.

• A study carried out over an extended period of time e.g. several months or 

the whole school year. 

• As a school, this is the second year that we have taught some units in this way .

• Years 1 – 4 conduct longitudinal studies across the year focusing on topics 

they cover that year.





YEAR 1 – HOW DOES OUR ENVIRONMENT 
CHANGE OVER THE YEAR?

• Welly walk to explore the school 

grounds

• Discuss how the grounds have changed 

e.g. the leaves, weather, temperature

• Made conclusions about what has 

changed between the seasons e.g. 

autumn the leaves fall off trees but in 

spring flowers begin to grow. 



Children will discuss 

what has changed on 

the welly walk both 

about the environment 

and how what they are 

wearing has changed.



YEAR 2 – WHERE DO WE FIND THE MOST ANIMALS 
ALL YEAR ROUND? 

• Children explore the animals which live in the 

grounds to tell Stanley the Stick Insect

• Explore the animals in different parts of the school 

site e.g. trees, the field, the bushes

• Created graphs to show the different numbers of 

animals they find

• Identify creatures using basic identification charts

• Write conclusions about how the numbers of animals 

have changed and where the most animals are 

found by writing postcards back to Stanley









YEAR 3 – HOW CAN WE MAKE THE SCHOOL 
GROUNDS MORE COLOURFUL?

• Children have explored when a range of plants 

flower

• Planted a selection of bulbs to test their findings

• Begun to discuss why some of the bulbs have 

flowered early

• Use their understanding of what plants need to 

grow to apply this to their learning

• They will begin to link this into their learning about 

pollination

• Children will write to Miss Charman at the end of 

the year to explain what they have found





YEAR 4 – SHOULD 
WE CUT DOWN THE 
WOODLAND?

• Links to and build on learning in Year 2

• Children explore animals in the school grounds 

identifying the seasons when some animals are 

not around

• Children construct food chains and food webs 

based on what they see

• Make predictions on other animals which might 

live around school based on what we have seen 

already

• Make predictions on what might happen if a 

species dies out in a particular habitat and what 

this might do to other species

• Children also discuss how animals are adapted 

their habitats. 







YEAR 5 AND 6

• We do not currently run longitudinal 

studies in Year 5 and 6 however we 

are looking at developing this over 

the next few years. 



SOME OF YOUR QUESTIONS…

• How often do you teach science?

• KS1 is recommended to be 

taught approximately 1 hour 

and 20 minutes a week

• KS2 is recommended to be 

taught between 1hour 40 

minutes and 1 hour 50 minutes. 

• How can we support our child/ren?

• Discuss a range of ideas with them from 

what they see around them. 

• Ask them questions about why they 

think different things have happened 

• Investigate and research when you’re 

not sure (not everyone can know 

everything)


