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for years 3 to 6 

‘Wilf the Mighty Worrier Saves the World by Georgia Pritchett 

Wilf worries about everything- plush toys, peanut butter, the man next door- 

but then he has to contend with Alan, the Evil Lunatic. Can Wilf save the day? 

‘The World According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney 

The hilarious adventures of Humphrey the Hamster, told by Humphrey and 

including Og the Frog and the bully Mean Martin Bean. (And if you enjoy this 

book, why not try ‘School according to Humphrey’- just one of many others in 

the Humphrey series!) 

‘The Diary of a Killer Cat by Anne Fine 

Ellie is shocked to find out her pet cat is a killer. Tuffy brings home a dead 

bird, then a mouse and then more victims. Can Ellie stop him? A very funny 

story.  
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‘Goldilocks and Just one Bear by Leigh Hodgkinson 

Many years have passed since Goldilocks caused chaos at the Bears' house in 

the woods, but what happens when Little Bear (as was) wanders out of his 

fairytale and into the big city where Goldilocks now lives? Awarding-winning 

artist and animator Leigh Hodgkinson is the creator of this funny and clever 

fractured fairytale based on the familiar story of Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears. Goldilocks is now grown up with a family and a rather smart apartment, 

so how will she react to coming home and finding that a very lost bear has been 

scoffing porridge, breaking chairs and sleeping in beds? Will she be cross, or is it 

finally time to make amends? 

‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson  

A gorgeously illustrated picture book edition of the beloved classic children's 
story about overcoming fears. Plop, the baby barn owl, is like every barn owl 
there ever was, except for one thing – he is afraid of the dark! Mrs Barn Owl 
sends him down from the nest-hole to find out more about the dark, and on 
his travels he meets a little boy who shows him fireworks, a black cat who 
takes him exploring, a little girl who tells him about Father Christmas and 
many others. It's not long before Plop finds out that DARK IS SUPER! 

 

 
‘Mrs Pepperpot Stories by Alf Proysen  

A fantastic collection of much-loved, classic stories for all the family! Mrs 

Pepperpot can't choose when she will shrink to the size of a pepperpot - it 

just happens! But whatever she encounters, whether it be a monstrous 

mousetrap, a crafty fox or a gigantic mountain of ice cream, little Mrs 

Pepperpot will always come out on top. 

 

‘The Secret World of Polly Flint by Helen Cresswell  

As soon as she arrives in Wellow, Polly Flint knows there is magic in the place. 

And she should know, because she is an unusual girl who can see things 

others can't. She seems to be able to call up a village that had disappeared 

from the face of the earth - and the people who lived in it, as they slip in and 

out of time. 
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‘Kid Normal by Greg James and Chris Smith  

Murph Cooper has a problem.  
His new school is top secret, and super weird. His classmates can all fly or 
control the weather or conjure tiny horses from thin air. And what's Murph's 
extraordinary skill? Um, oh yeah - he hasn't got one.  
Just as well there are no revolting supervillains lurking nearby, their minds 
abuzz with evil plans. There are!? Right. Ok, then...  
It's time for Kid Normal to become a hero! 

 

The Magic Finger by Roald Dahl 

Every Saturday morning the Greg family goes off to shoot animals and birds. 

But the girl who lives next door hates hunting.  

Now it's made her so angry she's PUT THE MAGIC FINGER ON THEM ALL. And 

very strange things have begun to happen . . . 

Wigglesbottom Primary series by Pamela Butchart 

Three perfectly pitched school stories hilariously told by Pamela 

Butchart and brilliantly illustrated by Becka Moor. Is that a superhero 

dog on the school roof? YES! Is the lunchtime mashed potato really, 

really weird? YES! Does Susie Keys own an alien egg? YES! So what are 

Class 2R going to do about it all? Have a lot of fun!  

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 

When a pinboard falls on top of Stanley he is left completely flattened. Sent 

to America in an envelope, will he be able to unflatten himself?  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Magic-Finger-Dahl-Fiction/dp/0141365404/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526211041&sr=1-1&keywords=the+magic+finger&dpID=51DwBshPZNL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billionaire Boy by David Walliams 

Joe has a lot of reasons to be happy. About a billion of them, in fact. 
You see, Joe's rich. Really, really rich. Joe's got his own bowling alley, his own 
cinema, even his own butler who is also an orangutan. He's the wealthiest 
twelve-year-old in the land. 
Yes, Joe has absolutely everything he could possibly want. But there’s just one 
thing he really needs: A friend. 

 
Storey Treehouse series by Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton 

The first in the ever popular Treehouse series: Andy and Terry live in the 

WORLD'S BEST treehouse! It's got a giant catapult, a secret underground 

laboratory, a tank of man-eating sharks and a marshmallow machine that 

follows you around and shoots marshmallows into your mouth whenever 

you're hungry! Just watch out for the sea monkeys, and the monkeys 

pretending to be sea monkeys, and the giant mutant mermaid sea monster . . 

. Oh, and, whatever you do, don't get trapped in a burp-gas-filled bubble . . . ! 

The Eddie Dickens Trilogy by Philip Ardagh 

AWFUL END 

When both of Eddie Dickens's parents catch a disease that makes them turn 

yellow, go a bit crinkly round the edges and smell of hot water bottles, it's 

agreed he should go and stay with relatives at their house Awful End. 

Unfortunately for Eddie, those relatives are Mad Uncle Jack and Even-Madder 

Aunt Maud, and it doesn't look as if the three of them are ever going to reach 

their destination... 

You‘re a Bad Man Mr Gum by Andy Stanton 

Mr Gum is a truly nasty old man. He’s absolutely grimsters. But this book’s 

not just about him. There’s also a little girl called Polly, an absolute winner 

called Friday O’Leary, an evil butcher, heroes and sweets and stuff, and a 

furry wobbler of a dog called Jake WHO MUST BE SAVED FROM TERRIBLE, 

TERRIBLE EVIL. Oh yes, it’s all happening in this book 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Eddie-Dickens-Trilogy-Philip-Ardagh/dp/0571274692/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526212824&sr=1-1&keywords=the+eddie+dickens+trilogy&dpID=515v1tNqnNL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
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The Boy who went Magic by A. P. Winter 

Life is an adventure. Anything in the world is possible – by will and by luck, with a 

moist carrot, a wet nose and a slice of mad courage!  

Shylo has always been the runt of the litter, the weakest and quietest of all of his 

family. His siblings spend their days making fun of him for not being like the rest of 

them. But when Shylo stumbles across a band of ratzis and overhears their evil 

plan to take a photo of the Queen in her nightie, it's up to this unlikely hero to 

travel to London and inform the Royal Rabbits of London about the diabolical 

plot! The Royal Rabbits of London have a proud history of protecting the royal 

family and now the secret society need to leap into action to stop the ratzis... But 

can a rabbit as feeble and shy as Shylo convince them that Queen is in danger? 

The Boy who went Magic by A. P. Winter 

They say magic is long-gone…but is it? A chain of fantastical mishaps in 

schoolboy Bert’s dull life spiral out of control- but then he’s rescued by Finch, 

a plucky girl-adventurer with metal legs. Soon they’re sailing through clouds 

on a pirate airship bound for the forgotten land of Mirinor. Magic is their 

destination, for reasons Bert will soon discover… 

Desirable by Frank Cotterell Boyce 

A hilarious comedy from award-winning Frank Cottrell Boyce. George is so 

unpopular that even his own grandad won't come to his birthday party. 

Instead, his grandad sends him a bottle of aftershave that expired years ago. 

But the aftershave seems to have developed extra properties since its sell-by 

date...Now George is irresistible to all the girls in school - and even the 

teachers can't get enough of him! 

War Game by Michael Foreman 

It's 1914 when everything changes for a group of boys growing up and playing 

football in the Suffolk countryside. Far away, in a place called Sarajevo, an 

Archduke has been killed and a web of global events results in a call for all British 

men to do their duty 'for King and Country' and join the army to fight the 

Germans overseas. The boys sign up for what sounds like an adventure and a 

chance to see the world… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Firework Maker‘s Daughter by Philip Pullman  

What Lila wants to be more than anything else in the world is . . . a Firework-

Maker! 

But firework-making is not just about being able to make Crackle-Dragons and 

Golden Sneezes. There is also one special secret: every Firework-Maker must 

make a perilous journey to face the terrifying Fire-Fiend! 

Not knowing that she needs special protection to survive the Fire-Fiend's 

flames, Lila sets off alone. Her friends, Chulak and Hamlet - the King's white 

elephant - race after her. But can they possibly reach her in time? 

My Brother is a Superhero by David Solomons  

Luke is a comic-mad eleven-year old who shares a treehouse with his geeky 

older brother, Zack. Luke's only mistake is to go for a wee right at the wrong 

time. While he's gone, an alien gives his undeserving, never-read-a-comic-in-

his-life brother superpowers and then tells him to save the universe. Luke is 

massively annoyed about this, but when Zack is kidnapped by his arch-

nemesis, Luke and his friends have only five days to find him and save the 

world... 

There’s  a Werewolf in my Tent by Pamela Butchart  

Izzy and her friends are SO EXCITED about their school trip. They're going 

camping and there'll be marshmallows and no washing and everything. But 

then WEIRD things start happening! There are howling sounds at night, and 

some sausages have gone missing, and it's nearly a full moon...But it's when 

they see their new teacher's hairy legs that they KNOW! There's a werewolf 

on the school trip and they're all DOOMED! Another brilliantly funny longer 

read for the newly confident reader from the best-selling, award-winning, 

author-illustrator team, Pamela Butchart and Thomas Flintham. Read more of 

Izzy's adventures! Baby Aliens Got My Teacher The Spy Who Loved School 

Dinners My Headteacher Is a Vampire Rat Attack of the Demon Dinner Ladies 

To Wee Or Not To Wee! 



 

  

How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell  

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish Viking with a longish 
name. Hiccup's father is chief of the Hairy Hooligan tribe which means Hiccup 
is the Hope and the Heir to the Hairy Hooligan throne - but most of the time 
Hiccup feels like a very ordinary boy, finding it hard to be a Hero.  
In the first How to Train Your Dragon book Hiccup must lead ten novices in 
their initiation into the Hairy Hooligan Tribe. They have to train their dragons 
or be BANISHED from the tribe FOR EVER! 
 

Gadget Man by Malorie Blackman  

Beans calls her dad 'Gadgetman' because of the weird and wonderful gadgets 
he comes up with - everything from exploding biscuits to Spy Kits. But when 
Gadgetman accidentally invents a device that could be used to steal millions 
of pounds, the wrong people find out and Gadgetman is kidnapped! With the 
help of her friends - and her special Gadgetman Spy Kit - Beans is determined 
to track down the kidnappers and rescue her dad. But can she find 
Gadgetman before he is forced to hand over the details of his invention...? 
 

The Great Elephant Chase by Gillian Cross  

A giant Indian elephant.  
A wild journey across America.  
An enemy who will never stop.  
Tad and Cissie are on the run with Khush the elephant. Clammy-fingered, 
steely-eyed Hannibal Jackson will do anything to capture the animal.  
Maybe even kill . . .  
Staying ahead means being faster and smarter - but how do you hide an 
elephant? Especially one with a mind of its own... 
 

 

 

Toad Rage by Morris Gleitzman  

Limpy can't understand why humans hate all cane toads so much - they even 

squash them with their cars. He is determined to save his own family from 

ending up as flat as place mats. He sets off on a 'mucas-chillingly dangerous and 

wart-tinglingly daring journey' and risks everything to make humans see that 

cane toads are really very nice. 



 

  

Give Peas a Chance by Morris Gleitzmam  

14 extremely funny short stories, including: Surprise your mum with a 
chainsaw, be a bigger star than Tom Cruise, rescue your family with a tomato, 
send your dad into a panic with a tractor, and upset your auntie with ten kilos 
of chocolate. 
 

Frank Einstein and the Antimatter motor by Jon Scieszka  

Integrating real science facts with wacky humor, a silly cast of characters, and 
science fiction, this uniquely engaging series is an irresistible chemical 
reaction for middle-grade readers. With easy-to-read language and graphic 
illustrations on almost every page, this chapter book series is a must for 
reluctant readers. The Frank Einstein series encourages middle-grade readers 
to question the way things work and to discover how they, too, can 
experiment with science. 
 

The Falcon’s Malteser by Antony Horrowitz  

Private Detective, Herbert, and his younger brother Nick are taken by surprise 
when a dwarf comes to their office and asks them to look after a box of 
Maltesers, ‘on their life’ and not to open it. What can be so special about a 
box of Maltesers? Little do they know the mystery behind it and they both 
find themselves in a lot of trouble. 
 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl  

Mr Willy Wonka is the most extraordinary chocolate maker in the world. 
And do you know who Charlie is? Charlie Bucket is the hero. The other 
children in this book are nasty little beasts, called: Augustus Gloop - a great 
big greedy nincompoop; Veruca Salt - a spoiled brat; Violet Beauregarde - a 
repulsive little gum-chewer; Mike Teavee - a boy who only watches television. 
Clutching their Golden Tickets, they arrive at Wonka's chocolate factory. But 
what mysterious secrets will they discover?  
Our tour is about to begin. Please don't wander off. Mr Wonka wouldn't like 
to lose any of you at this stage of the proceedings . . . 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Charlie-Chocolate-Factory-Dahl-Fiction/dp/0141365374/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1526221700&sr=1-1&keywords=charlie+and+the+chocolate+factory+book&dpID=51jjpYZqy8L&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
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Scribbleboy by <Philip Ridley 

Bailey arrives in a new neighbourhood with his extraordinary family. He has 
no friends but receives a mysterious invitation to join the Scribbleboy Fan 
Club. The one and only founder member is Ziggy Fuzz. His vital mission is to 
spread the word about Scribbleboy and his amazing scribbles which years ago 
transformed the gloomy grey concrete of the neighbourhood. Swept along in 
plans to discover the identity of the mythical artist, Bailey carries on his work 
so the scribbles start again and eventually he discovers the scribbleboy is in 
fact a scribblegirl!  
 

Hacker by <Malorie Blackman 

When Vicky's father is arrested, accused of stealing over a million pounds 
from the bank where he works, she is determined to prove his innocence. But 
how? There's only one way - to attempt to break into the bank's computer 
files. Even if Vicky is the best hacker in the world, will she find the real thief 
before they find her? 
 

 

A Series of Unfortunate Events:: The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket 

There is nothing to be found in Lemony Snicket’s ‘A Series of Unfortunate 
Events’ but misery and despair. You still have time to choose another 
international best-selling series to read. But if you insist on discovering the 
unpleasant adventures of the Baudelaire orphans, then proceed with 
caution…Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent children. They are 
charming, and resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. Unfortunately, 
they are exceptionally unlucky. In The Bad Beginning, the siblings encounter a 
greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a disastrous fire, a plot to steal 
their fortune and cold porridge for breakfast. 

The Factory Made Boy by <Christine Nostlinger 

Mrs Bartolotti is quite used to receiving surprises in the post as she's very 
forgetful! But this one beats the lot - Conrad, a perfect, factory-made child 
who never does anything wrong. And when the men from the factory realise 
that the child has been delivered to the wrong address, they come to take 
him back. Conrad doesn't want to go. So Mrs Bartolotti comes up with a plan, 
and Conrad is unrecognisable . . . 
 



 

  

Who Let the Gods Out by <Maz Evans 

Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a shooting star crashes to 

earth and changes his life forever. The star is Virgo - a young Zodiac goddess on a 

mission. But the pair accidentally release Thanatos, a wicked death daemon 

imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, and must then turn to the old Olympian gods 

for help. After centuries of cushy retirement on earth, are Zeus and his crew up to 

the task of saving the world - and solving Elliot's problems too? 

Beetle Boy by <M.G Leonard 

Darkus is miserable. His dad has disappeared, and now he is living next door to 

the most disgusting neighbours ever. A giant beetle called Baxter comes to his 

rescue. But can the two solve the mystery of his dad's disappearance, especially 

when links emerge to cruel Lucretia Cutter and her penchant for beetle jewellery? 

A coffee-mug mountain, home to a million insects, could provide the answer - if 

Darkus and Baxter are brave enough to find it. 

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 

‘Like a man-made magic wish, the airplane began to rise. The boy sitting in the 
cockpit gripped his seat and held his breath as the plane roared and climbed into 
the arms of the sky.’ 
From his seat in the tiny aeroplane, Fred watches as the mysteries of the Amazon 
jungle pass by below him.  

He has always dreamed of becoming an explorer, of making history and of 
reading his name amongst the list of great discoveries. If only he could land and 
look about him. As the plane crashes into the canopy, Fred is suddenly left 
without a choice… 

Nevermoor by Jessica Townsend 

Morrigan Crow is cursed, destined to die on her eleventh birthday. But, as the 
clock strikes midnight, she's whisked away by a remarkable man called Jupiter 
North and taken to the secret city of Nevermoor. 

There she's invited to join the Wundrous Society. Mystery, magic and protection 
are hers - if only she can pass four impossible trials, using an exceptional talent. 
Which she doesn't have... 

 



  

  

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr 

This internationally acclaimed story of one Jewish family’s flight from Hitler’s 
Germany has become a much-loved classic, and has been in print since its debut 
45 years ago. 

Suppose your country began to change. Suppose that without your noticing, it 
became dangerous for some people to live in Germany any longer. Suppose you 
found, to your complete surprise, that your own father was one of those people. 

That is what happened to Anna in 1933. She was nine years old when it began, 
too busy to take much notice of political posters, but out of them glared the face 
of Adolf Hitler, the man who would soon change the whole of Europe – starting 
with her own small life. 

 
The Ghost of Thomas Kempe by Penelope Lively 

James is fed up. His family has moved to a new cottage - with grounds that are 

great for excavations, and trees that are perfect for climbing – and stuff is 

happening. Stuff that is normally the kind of thing he does. And he's getting 

blamed for it. But it's not him who's writing strange things on shopping lists and 

fences. It's not him who smashes bottles and pours tea in the Vicar's lap. It's a 

ghost - honestly. Thomas Kempe the apothecary has returned and he wants 

James to be his apprentice. No one else believes in ghosts. It's up to James to get 

rid of him. Or he'll have no pocket money or pudding ever again. 

Moondial by Helen Cresswell 

Even before she came to Belton, Minty Cane had known that she was a witch, or 
something very like it... 

Minty is the kind of girl who notices things. Pockets of cold air on a stairway. Cries 
on the wind. Ghosts. 
On night-time jaunts from the house where she's staying while her mother 
recovers from an accident, Minty stumbles upon a moondial which takes her back 
in time. She finds Tom, a sickly kitchen boy, and Sarah, a girl with a birthmark who 
is only allowed out at night because her family think she has the mark of the 
devil... 
Can Minty save her friends, or will she get stuck in the past...? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Aquila by Andrew Norris 

It's a spaceship from the past - can it change the future? 

Aquila has been found by boys bunking off a geography field trip. They have no 
idea where it came from or what it does. But Geoff's discovered that when you sit 
in it these little coloured lights come on, and if you push one of the big blue oneS . 
. . WHOOSH! 

 

Wolf Brother by Michael Paver 

Thousands of years ago, the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunter-
gatherers. They know every tree and herb and they know how to survive in a time 
of enchantment and powerful magic. Until an ambitious and malevolent force 
conjures a demon: a demon so evil that it can be contained only in the body of a 
ferocious bear that will slay everything it sees, a demon determined to destroy 
the world. 
Only one boy can stop it - 12-year-old Torak, who has seen his father murdered by 
the bear. With his dying breath, Torak's father tells his son of his burden. He must 
lead the bear to the mountain of the World Spirit and beg that spirit's help to 
overcome it. 
A terrifying quest in a world of wolves, tree spirits and Hidden People, a world in 
which trusting a friend means risking your life. 

 

Bill’s New Frock by Anne Fine 

A classic children’s story from one of our best-loved authors, former Children’s 
Laureate Anne Fine. 

Bill Simpson wakes up to find he’s a girl, and worse, his mother makes him wear a 
frilly pink dress to school. How on earth is he going to survive a whole day like 
this? Everything just seems to be different for girls . . . 

 



Year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ctrl Z by Andrew Norris 

Alex is used to getting unusual birthday presents from his Godfather John - a pair 
of ferrets, or a Make Your Own Explosions Kit. But this year's present is something 
really different - a computer that takes you back to an earlier part of the day 
when you hit Ctrl-Z . . . Join Alex and his friend Callum as they discover the true 
results of making mistakes, with plenty of laughs and mayhem along the way! 

 

The Last Wild by Piers Torday 

This is a story about a boy named Kester. He is extraordinary, but he doesn’t 
know that yet. All he knows, at this very moment, is this: 1. There is a flock of 
excited pigeons in his bedroom. 2. They are talking to him. 3. His life will never 
quite be the same again…A very captivating animal adventure destined to be 
loved by readers of all ages. 

 

A Place Called Perfect by Helena Duggan 

They've got their eyes on you: a quirky, creepy and unforgettable adventure, 
perfect for fans of Roald Dahl, Neil Gaiman and Tim Burton. Violet hates living in 
Perfect. Why does everyone have to wear special glasses to stop them going 
blind? What are the strange noises in the night and why is Mum acting so weird? 
Then Dad disappears and Violet is determined to uncover the truth with the help 
of the mysterious Boy. But returning normality to Perfect is a battle they never 
imagined... 

 



 

  

Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird 

Twelve-year-old Omar and his brothers and sisters were born and raised in the 
beautiful and bustling city of Bosra, Syria. Omar doesn't care about politics - all he 
wants is to grow up to become a successful businessman who will take the world 
by storm. But when his clever older brother, Musa, gets mixed up with some 
young political activists, everything changes . . .  

Before long, bombs are falling, people are dying, and Omar and his family have no 
choice but to flee their home with only what they can carry. Yet no matter how 
far they run, the shadow of war follows them - until they have no other choice 
than to attempt the dangerous journey to escape their homeland altogether. But 
where do you go when you can't go home? 

 
Once by Morris Gleitzman 

Once by Morris Gleitzman is the story of a young Jewish boy who is determined to escape 

the orphanage he lives in to save his Jewish parents from the Nazis in the occupied 

Poland of the Second World War.  

Everybody deserves to have something good in their life. At least Once. 
 
Once I escaped from am orphanage to find Mum and Dad. 
Once I saved a girl called Zelda from a burning house. 
Once I made a Nazi with a toothache laugh. 
My name is Felix. This is my story. 

Once is the first in a series of children's novels about Felix, a Jewish orphan caught 
in the middle of the Holocaust,  

 
The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her 

cartographer father once mapped. When her friend disappears, she volunteers to 

guide the search. The world beyond the walls is a monster-filled wasteland - and 

beneath the dry rivers and smoking mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its 

sleep. Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers 

the true end of her journey: to save the island itself. 



 

  

The Clockwork Sparrow by Katherine Woodfine 

Left penniless when her father dies, Sophie is pleased to find a job in the millinery 
department of Sinclair’s, soon to be London’s largest and most glamorous 
department store. There, she makes friends with Billy a junior porter and 
beautiful Lil, who is one of the department store “mannequins” by day and an 
aspiring actress by night.And they soon find out who had stolen the priceless 
jewellery together with the help of Joe. 
Just before the store is due to open, there is a daring burglary, including the theft 
of the priceless Clockwork Sparrow. When Sophie herself becomes a suspect, the 
only solution is to solve the mystery of the clockwork sparrow. Her friend's Lil and 
Billy help her to solve the crime. 

 

Tell me no Lies by Malorie Blackman 

Gemma longs for her lost mother, taking comfort from the cuttings in her 
scrapbook; pictures of mothers who loved their children come what may. 
Mike is new to the area; a boy with a terrible secret to hide. A secret about his 
missing mother. 
Gemma and Mike - two kids hurt by their past and now inextricably linked. Their 
effect on each other's lives will be explosive. 

 

Lion Boy by Zizou Corder 

The book series is about a young boy named Charlie Ashanti who can speak the 

language of cats, after accidentally swapping blood with a leopard cub. Charlie is 

on the run on a floating circus, with six lions in tow, aiming to return them to the 

wild of Morocco and to rescue his parents who have been kidnapped by a sinister 

corporation known as the Corporacy. 

Granny by Antony Horowitz 

Anthony Horowitz, creator of the bestselling Alex Rider series has written a 
wickedly funny story, with hilarious illustrations by Tony Ross. Twelve-year-old 
Joe has an unbelievably evil Granny. Not only is Granny physically repulsive and 
horribly mean, but she also has the look in her eye of a predatory crocodile. Soon 
Joe starts to suspect that she has unpleasant designs on him. But what are they 
and how can he foil them? 

 



 

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key by Jack Gantos 

Joey is a good kid, maybe even a great kid, but his teachers never know what he's 

going to do next. He sharpens his finger in the pencil-sharpener and swallows his 

house key. He can't sit still for more than a minute - Joey is buzzing!  

 

Told from Joey's own unique viewpoint by acclaimed American author Jack 

Gantos, this is an exceptionally funny and touching story about a boy with severe 

attention deficit disorder (ADD). 

Alex Reider by Antony Horowitz 

In the first book in the number one bestselling Alex Rider series by Anthony 
Horowitz, fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6. Armed with secret 
gadgets, he is sent to investigate Herod Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-
art Stormbreaker computers to every school in the country. But the teenage spy 
soon finds himself in mortal danger. 

 
Timmy Failure Mistakes were made by Stephan Pastis 

Perfect for fans of Wimpy Kid and Big Nate, Timmy Failure: Mistakes Were Made 

is the first book in the New York Times bestselling series. Listed as one of 100 

Modern Children's Classics by The Sunday Times, it was also a Booktrust Best 

Book Awards winner.  

Meet Timmy Failure, founder of the "best" detective agency in town – Total 

Failure, Inc. With the help of his polar bear, Total, the clueless, comically self-

confident Timmy already has plans for world domination. Plans that will make his 

mother rich and unpaid bills a thing of the past. And plans that will defeat Corrina 

Corrina, "The One Whose Name Shall Not Be Uttered". But she's not going away. 

Riotously funny, Timmy Failure is sure to have readers in stitches. 

Raspberries on the Yangtze by Karen Wallace 

It began, said Nancy, ‘the day my brother and I decided to poison our mother.’ A 

memorable story about friendships and growing up from a child’s point of view. 


